                           RESOLUTION NO. 1-2001
A RESOLUTION OF THE DUNCAN TOWNSHIP                                                                                                                                                                                                                      MUNICIPAL WATER AUTHORITY, TIOGA COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING WATER RATES, 
      RENTS AND CHARGES FOR FURNISHING WATER 
      SERVICE TO CONSUMERS LOCATED IN DUNCAN 
      TOWNSHIP, TIOGA COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA; 
      PROVIDING FOR PAYMENT OF WATER RATES, 
      RENTS AND CHARGES; ADOPTING CERTAIN RULES 
      AND REGULATIONS; AND, PROVIDING FOR 
      ADOPTION OF ADDITIONAL RULES AND 
      REGULATIONS. 

      The Board of the Duncan Township Municipal Water Authority, 

Tioga County, Pennsylvania, ADOPTS, the following resolution: 
SECTION 1. TITLE 

     This Resolution shall be known as the "Water Service 

Resolution of Duncan Township, Tioga County, Pennsylvania". 
SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS 

     A. "Water Authority" and "Authority" shall mean Duncan 

Township Municipal Water Authority, a Pennsylvania municipal 

authority. 

     B. "Township" shall mean the Township of Duncan, Tioga 

County, Pennsylvania, a Pennsylvania municipal subdivision. 

     C. "Consumer" shall mean a person who, prior to, upon or 

after October 1, 2001, has contracted or shall contract, as 

appropriate, for water service for a Consumer Unit and/or a person 

who, upon or after October 1, 2001, is receiving or shall receive,
as appropriate, water service for a Consumer Unit with respect to the Water System. 

     D. "Consumer Unit" shall mean: 

          (1) a building under one roof and occupied by one family   

     or business; or 

          (2) a combination of buildings in one enclosure or
     occupied by one family or business; or 

          (3) one side of a double building or house having a 
     solid vertical partition wall; or 

          (4) a building, house or other structure, or any room,
     group of rooms or part thereof, occupied by more than one 
     family or business, the water fixtures of which are used in 
     common; or 

          (5) each room or group of rooms in a building, house or
     other structure occupied or intended for occupancy as   

     separate living quarters by a family or other group of 
     persons living together or by a person living alone, the 
     water fixtures of which are not used in common; or 

          (6) each trailer occupied by one family or business; or 
          (7) each seasonal dwelling or camp, being a house, 
     building, or trailer which is occupied less than six months 
     during a calendar year; or 

          (8) each municipal building; or 

          (9) any combination of the foregoing which, with the      

     consent and permission of this Water Authority, shall receive
     water service through one service connection to the Water 
     System. 
     E. "Quarterly Billing Period” shall mean one quarter 

consisting of three (3) full months, as follows: 

          1st Quarter - January 1st through March 31st 
          2nd Quarter - April 1st through June 30th 
          3rd Quarter - July 1st through September 30th 
          4th Quarter - October 1st through December 31st 

     F. "Person" shall mean an individual, a partnership, an 
association, a corporation, a joint stock company, a trust, an 
unincorporated association, a government body, a political 
subdivision, a municipality, a municipal authority or other group 
or entity. 

     G. "Water System" shall mean the water works, water supply 
works and water distribution system facilities, together with all 
appurtenant facilities and properties, including all property, 
real, personal and mixed, which the Water Authority heretofore has 
ownership or control, together with all appurtenant facilities 
which the Water Authority heretofore has acquired, including all 
property, real, personal and mixed, rights, powers, licenses, 
easements, rights of way, privileges, franchises and all other 
property or interests in property of any nature, for use in 
connection with constructing, operating and maintaining said water 
facilities, and all additions, extensions, alterations and 
improvements which hereafter, from time to time may be made 
thereto. 
SECTION 3. WATER RATES, RENTS AND CHARGES APPLICABLE ON AND 
           AFTER OCTOBER 1, 2001. 

     A. The following water rates, rents and charges are fixed, 

adopted,established and imposed upon each Consumer served or to be 

served by the Water System, for use thereof, applicable on and 

after October 1, 2001. 

(1) Schedule of Meter Rates (Applicable to all metered    

               Consumers) 

          Consumption Charges - Subject to provisions hereinafter
          set forth in this subsection A(1) with respect to   

          Minimum Charges, all metered Consumers shall pay 
          Consumption Charges per Quarterly Billing Period for 
          consumption of water, as follows: 
               Rate Per 1,000 Gallons $2.00 
          Provided, however, that such Consumption Charges with 
          respect to all metered Consumers shall be subject to the 
          following Minimum Charges per Quarterly Billing Period: 
               $45.00 Per Quarter ($15.00 Per Month) 

          Any Consumer may request that his or her water meter be
          tested for accuracy in accord with Section 11, below. At 
          the time the request is made, Consumer shall pay a $30.00
          test fee to the Water Authority. In the event Consumer’s  

          meter tests four percent (4%) or more incorrect to the 
          prejudice of the Consumer, said test fee shall be 
          refunded to the Consumer. 
         (2) The Water Authority may supply water for swimming 
          pools and similar containers and uses upon the basis of 
          a flat rate payment comparable to the charge for 
          supplying water on a metered basis pursuant to this 
          Ordinance, provided that the Water Authority deems the 
          water supply to be sufficient at the time such service 
          is requested. 
         (3) Each Consumer shall pay for new Water System 
          connection, including re-connection, the sum of $50.00
          for the cost of labor, plus the cost of materials. The 
          Water Authority shall furnish the backhoe for digging at
          the main water line and the cost for the backhoe shall be 
          paid by the Consumer at the rate of $30.00 per hour. This 
          connection fee shall be paid by Consumer at the time of 
          connection, the additional cost for materials and the  

          backhoe shall be paid within ten (10) days. 
         (4) The Water Authority reserves the right to refuse to 
          supply water service to any Consumer on a non-metered 
          basis. 

     B. Where more than one Consumer Unit is located in one 

building, house or other structure owned by one Consumer, which 

shall be served by a single meter or by multiple meters, a single 

charge per Billing Period for all such Consumer Units shall be 

imposed upon the Consumer, whether the multiple Consumer Units 

located therein shall be served through a single meter or by 

multiple meters. Such single charge per Billing Period shall be 

computed on the basis of the single meter reading, if applicable, 

or by adding together the multiple meter readings, if applicable,  

and by applying thereto, as appropriate, the Consumption Charges 

established under subsection A(1) of Section 3; provided, however, 

that in the case of the consolidation of multiple meter readings, 

the Minimum Charges shall be computed on the basis of the size of 

the meter which would have been used if only a single meter had 

been installed to serve all such Consumer Units of such Consumer. 

     C. Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the Water 

Authority from entering into separate agreements with building 

contractors or Township for the furnishing of water service at 

rates, rents and charges other than as set forth in subsection A of 

Section 3. 
SECTION 4. BILLING AND PAYMENT 

     A. After the bills are rendered on or about September 30, 
2001, in accord with the prior Ordinance, bills for Consumer Units 
shall be forwarded to the Consumer on or about the final day of 
each quarterly billing period, or as soon after the end of each 
quarter as is possible. Said bill shall represent the amount due 
for water service rendered during the preceding quarter and shall 
be due and payable as of the date thereof. 

     B. All bills for Consumer Units for water service shall 
constitute the net bill. If any such net bill for water service 
shall not be paid within 15 calendar days after the date thereof, 
such net bill shall be deemed delinquent and a penalty of 10 
percent shall be added to the unpaid portion thereof. The net bill 
plus any such penalty shall constitute the gross bill. Payment 
made or mailed and postmarked on or before the last day of such 15 
day period, as above set forth, shall constitute payment within 
such period. If the end of such 15 day period shall fall on a 
legal holiday or on a Sunday, payment made or mailed and postmarked 
on the next succeeding business day, which is not a legal holiday, 
shall constitute payment within such 15 day period. 

     C. If a bill for a Consumer Unit shall remain unpaid for a 
period of 30 days after the same shall have become due and payable, 
water service may be discontinued by this Water Authority upon five 
(5) days' written notice to the Consumer whose bill is delinquent, 
in which case water service will not be restored until the gross 
bill, together with the re-connection charge in effect at the time, 
shall have been paid. 

     D. Whenever water service to any Consumer Unit shall begin 
after the first day or shall terminate before the last day of any 
Quarterly Billing Period, the water rates, rents and charges for 
such period shall be prorated equitably for that portion of the 
Quarterly Billing Period during which service was provided. 
Likewise, when any Consumer Unit shall be converted from a flat 
rate basis for billing to a metered rate basis for billing as a 
result of installation of a meter, the water rates, rents and 
charges for the Quarterly Billing Period then in progress shall be 
adjusted equitably for such Consumer Unit. 

     E. Each bill for a Consumer Unit for water service shall be 
addressed to the Consumer and shall be the responsibility of the 
Consumer. Where more than one Consumer Unit is located in one 
building, house or other structure owned by one Consumer, Water 
Authority shall treat such owner as the Consumer with respect to 
all Consumer Units located therein; and such owner shall be billed 
for and shall be responsible for payment of all water rates, rents 
and charges for water service rendered by this Water Authority to 
all such Consumer Units. Each Consumer shall initially provide 
Water Authority with, and thereafter shall keep Water Authority 
advised of, his or her correct address. Failure to receive a bill 
for water service shall not be considered an excuse for nonpayment, 
nor shall such failure result in an extension of the period of time 
during which such bill shall be payable without penalty. 

     F. A Consumer desiring abatement of a water bill due to a 
vacancy shall give notice in writing to this Water Authority 
requesting water service to be shut off. All vacancies shall date 
from the day the required notice is received by this Water 
Authority or from the date specified in the notice requesting water 
service to be shut off, whichever is later. Allowance shall be 
made for the period of vacancy in computing the bill of the 
Consumer provided, however, that no abatement shall be made for a 
period of less than one (1) month. 

SECTION 5. ENFORCEMENT 

     A. The owner of any property abutting on or adjoining any 
street, alley, lane or highway in which there is or shall be a 
Water System, who desires water service, shall be required to make 
an application on a form furnished by the Water Authority 
indicating the service desired and the purpose for which the 
service will be used, guaranteeing that such service will continue 
for at least one year and specifying the time when the trench from 
the curb to the house or building on the property will be ready for 
connection. 

     B. Upon approval of the application, the Water Authority 
will install a Water System line from the water main to the curb, 
unless such service line has already been installed during the 
construction of said water project of the Water Authority, but may 
first require the applicant to install, at his or her expense, his 
or her own service line running from the curb to the house or building to be served. 

     C. All water service lines from the curb to the building or 
house to be served shall be subject to inspection and approval by 
the Water Authority or its duly authorized agents, and the size of such water service lines shall be not less than three-fourths inch 
(3/4") in diameter and of a type approved by the Water Authority. 

     D. Every owner of property in the Water Authority abutting 
on and adjoining any street, alley, lane or other highway in which 
there is a Water System, which at the time is not connected with 
the Water System, shall, upon receipt of written notice from the 
Water Authority ordering connection, be required to connect his or 
her property with the Water System without delay. 

     E. The Water Authority may give any such owner, whose 
property is not connected with the Water System, written notice to 
connect with the Water System within 45 days pursuant to subsection 
D of this Section 4 by personal service or by certified mail sent 
to the last known address of such owner. Upon failure of such 
owner to make the required connection within said 45 day period, 
the Water Authority may make such connection and collect the cost 
thereof from the owner by a municipal claim or in an action in 
assumpsit. 

     F. If any owner of property within the Water Authority has 
not connected with the Water System, as required by subsection D of 
Section 5, and if said owner of property has been given notice to 
connect as provided in subsection E of Section 5, and if said owner 
of property has failed to make the required connection within the 

period of 45 days required by said notice, such failure shall be 
and is hereby declared a violation of this Ordinance. Upon 
conviction by any District Justice or any Court, such owner shall forfeit and pay to the use of the Water Authority a sum not 
exceeding $50.00 for each day, or fraction thereof, such violation 
shall persist, together with costs of prosecution, which sum shall 
be collected as prescribed by any municipal law. The sum herein 
forfeited shall be considered a penalty. 

     G. It shall be unlawful from and after the date of this 
Ordinance for any person, firm or corporation to own, maintain, 
operate or use within the Water Authority, wells or similar other 
water supply systems upon any property now or hereafter improved 
which abuts on or adjoins any street, alley, lane or public highway 
in which a Water System is constructed. 

     H. The Water Authority may give any owner who owns, 
maintains, operates or uses a well or similar other water supply 
system in violation of subsection G of Section 5 or who otherwise 
shall violate said section, written notice to discontinue such 
violation within 45 days, by personal service or by certified mail 
sent to the last-known address of such owner. Upon failure of such 
owner to discontinue violation of subsection G of Section 5 within 
said 45 day period, such failure shall be and is hereby declared a 
violation of this Ordinance. Upon conviction by any District 
Justice or any Court, such owner shall forfeit and pay to the use 
of the Water Authority a sum not exceeding $50.00 for each day, or 
fraction thereof, such violation shall persist, together with costs 
of prosecution, which sum shall be collected as prescribed by any 

appropriate municipal law. The sum herein forfeited shall be 
considered a penalty. 

     I. Proper officers of this Water Authority are authorized 
and directed to do all things and to take all legal action 
necessary, including the filing of municipal claims in accordance 
with law, to enforce collection of water rates, rents and charges 
established and imposed hereby and otherwise to carry out provisions 
hereof. 

     J. In the event a water meter or its connections are damaged 
or destroyed by any act or omission of the consumer, the consumer 
shall be fully responsible for any and all costs incurred in the 
repair and/or replacement of the water meter and connections 
thereto. Should reimbursement not be paid within fifteen (15) days 
of the tendering of a written request for reimbursement, water 
service may be terminated and a judgment for the amount due, plus 
costs of suit and attorney's fees, may be obtained through a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 

SECTION 6. RULES AND REGULATIONS 

     A. This Water Authority, from time to time, in accordance 
with law, by appropriate ordinance or resolution, may adopt such 
additional rules and regulations as, in the opinion of the Board of 
the Water Authority, may be desirable, beneficial or necessary for 
the use and operation of the Water System and which shall govern 
and control the distribution and supply of water by this Water 
Authority to Consumers in this Township. 
     B. Any such rules and regulations shall be construed in 
conjunction with provisions hereof and shall become effective upon 
the date fixed by this Water Authority, upon adoption thereof. 
SECTION 7. WATER AUTHORITY CONTROLS STOPCOCK 
     The Water Authority reserves the sole right to turn on or off 
the curb stopcock. However, the Water Authority may grant this 
right to a qualified plumber in such cases as service line repair. 
Curb box visibility and access must be maintained by the Consumer 
once Water Authority staff has verified the location and noted said 
location on Water Authority drawings. 
SECTION 8. INSPECTION OF PREMISES 
     All service lines, meters and fixtures, including any and all 
fixtures within the premises receiving the supply of water, shall 
at all reasonable hours be subject to inspection by a duly 
authorized employee of the Water Authority. 
SECTION 9. GENERAL PROVISIONS 
     (A) No person shall turn the water on or off at any street 
valve, corporation cock, or other street connection or disconnect 
or remove any meter without the consent of the Water Authority. 
    (B) Employees or agents of the Water Authority are expressly 
forbidden to demand or accept any compensation except as covered in 

the rate schedule and the Rules and Regulations of the Water 
Authority. 

     (C) No employee or agent of the Water Authority shall have 
the right or authority to bind it by any promise, agreement or 
representation contrary to the letter or intent of these Rules and 
Regulations. 
SECTION 10. INTERRUPTIONS IN WATER SUPPLY AND TEMPORARY 

DISCONTINUANCE OF SERVICE FOR REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS 
     The Water Authority may at times shut off water in its 
distribution system in case of accident or for the purpose of 
making connections, extensions, alterations, repairs, changes or 
for any other purpose and, when necessary, may restrict the use of 
water to reserve sufficient supply for public fire service or other 
emergencies whenever the public welfare may require it. The Water 
Authority will, insofar as circumstances permit it, notify 
Consumers affected by any interruptions in the affected water 
service area; however, interruption may occur without notice. 

SECTION 11. METER TESTING AND REPAIR OF FROZEN LINES 
     (A) All meters are accurately tested before installation. 

The Water Authority may at any time remove any meter for routine 
tests, repairs and/or replacement. 
     (B) Any Consumer may request the Water Authority to make a 
special test of the accuracy of a meter, which test will be made in 
accordance with the standard regulations. 

     (C) For such special testing a fee according to the current 
rate schedule shall be paid in advance by the Consumer, but should 
the meter be found upon said test to be four percent (4%) or more 
incorrect to the prejudice of the Consumer, the meter shall 
forthwith be adjusted by the Water Authority; or another meter, 
which has been properly adjusted, shall be installed. 

     (D) The test of a meter requested by a Consumer will be 
completed by sending the meter to L/B Water Service in Selinsgrove, 
Pennsylvania, or its successor. In the event L/B Water Service 
discontinues business, the Water Authority shall locate another 
testing service. Customer shall be provided with a copy of the 
test results in writing upon return of the meter. 

     (E) No fixture shall be attached to or any branch made in the 
service pipe between the meter and the curb stopcock. 

     (F) The Authority will assume the responsibility of thawing 
frozen waterlines that are considered the property of the Water 
Authority. Property owners are considered responsible for the 
proper placement and depth of waterlines that are connected to the 
Water Authority main lines. The Water Authority is not responsible 
for thawing frozen waterlines that are considered the property of 
the Consumer. 
SECTION 12. MAINTENANCE OF PIPING ON PREMISES 
     Upon receipt of proper application, the Water Authority will 
install a service connection on a designated Water Authority main 
and will maintain the same at its expense. The Water Authority 
shall in no event be responsible for maintenance of or damage done 
by the water escaping from the service pipe or any other pipe or 
fixture on the outlet side of the curb stopcock, and the Consumer 
shall at all times comply with state and municipal regulations in 
reference thereto, and shall make any changes therein required on 
account of change of grade, relocation of mains or otherwise. 

SECTION 13. DISCONTINUANCE OF WATER SERVICE FOR VIOLATION OF RULES 
     Service rendered under any application, contract, or 
Agreement, may be discontinued by the Water Authority after ten 
(10) days notice for any of the following reasons: 

          (a) For misrepresentation in the application as to 
Property, interest or service; 

          (b) For the use of water for any property or purpose 
other than that described in the application for service; 

          (c) For willful or indifferent waste of water due to any 
violation of rules regarding the use of water for unauthorized 

purposes or premises, including but not limited to, waste of 
water through leaking fixtures; 
          (d) For failure to protect the meter and connections 
from damage, or failure to protect and properly maintain the 
service pipe or fixtures on the property; 

          (e) For molesting or tampering by the Consumer, or 
others with the knowledge of the Consumer with any meter 
connections, service pipes, curb stopcock, seals or any other 
appurtenances of the Water Authority controlling or regulating 
the Consumer's supply of water. A fine in the amount of 
$250.00, plus the costs of repairs shall be assessed in such 

cases; 

          (f) For failure to provide the employees of the Water 
Authority free and reasonable access to the premises or for 
obstructing the way of ingress to the meter or other 
appurtenances controlling or regulating the Consumer's water 
supply; or, 

          (g) For nonpayment of any account as more specifically 
set forth in Section 4, above. 
SECTION 14. MAIN EXTENSION AGREEMENT 
     The distribution system of the Water Authority will be 
extended to supply new Consumers who desire water when the 
developer/owner ("Applicant") of a property within the service 
territory of the Authority requests, in writing, that the Water 
Authority extend its distribution system to serve such property. 
The Water Authority will, subject to certain terms and conditions, 
extend the distribution mains or allow the applicant(s) to extend 

the Water Authority’s distribution mains. The Water Authority will 
utilize an agreement in writing, defining the extension, applicable 
costs (including taxes, if applicable), method of payment and 
refunds and/or credits for future connections, if applicable. 
There shall be no refunds and/or credits unless such agreement 
specifically provides for the same. 

     The Water Authority shall have the exclusive right to 
determine the type, size, length and location of mains to be 
installed and other facilities required to render adequate service, 
including fire service. The minimum pipe size for main extension 
shall be no less than two inches (2”) and subject to the engineer’s 
review. As required in each situation, the Water Authority shall 
determine the depth of the waterlines. By default, all waterlines 
shall be buried to a minimum depth of four feet (4') below the 
finish grade. Applicants are responsible for 100% of the costs 
associated with the extension, including materials, rights of way, 
installation, inspection and overhead. However, the Water 
Authority may agree to share a portion of the costs of the 
extension where the Water Authority determines that the extension 
will be beneficial to the quality of service provided to the 
existing Consumers. 

     In determining the length of and necessity for any extension 
Required, the terminal point of such extension shall, in all cases, 
be at that point in the curb line which extends entirely across the 
frontage of the property for which water service is requested. A 
street service connection will be provided only for Consumer 
service lines that extend from the curb to the premises to be 

served which are laid in a straight line at right angles to the 
curb line. 

     The Water Authority will not install, as part of the extension 
included in the construction cost, any service line or other 
facility on the private properties of a Consumer for his or her 
exclusive use. The only exceptions to this rule are service 
connection hardware or meter installation. All facilities not 
included in the construction cost of the extension shall be 
installed, repaired and maintained at the expense of the owner. 
SECTION 15. EFFECTIVE DATE AND APPLICABILITY 

     This Ordinance shall become effective in accordance with the 
provisions of applicable Pennsylvania laws and this Ordinance. The 
provisions hereof shall be applicable with respect to the Water 
System on and after October 1, 2001, and shall be applicable as of 
October 1, 2001, to all Consumers at that time connected or 
subsequently to be connected with and served by the Water System. 

SECTION 16. CONSTRUCTION AND SEVERABILITY 

In the event any provision, section, sentence, clause or part 
of this Ordinance shall be held to be invalid, such invalidity 
shall not affect or impair any remaining provision, section, 

sentence; clause or part of this Ordinance. It is the intent of 

this Water Authority that such remainder shall be and shall remain in 
full force and effect. 

SECTION 17. DECLARATION OF PURPOSE 

     It is declared that the enactment of this Ordinance is 

necessary for the protection, benefit and preservation of the 

health, safety and welfare of inhabitants of this Township. 
SECTION 18. REPEALER 
All Resolutions and Ordinances previously adopted by the 

Supervisors of Duncan Township pertaining to water service are 

repealed insofar as the provisions thereof conflict with this 

Ordinance; and, all other Ordinances and Resolutions, or parts 
thereof, in conflict herewith are hereby repealed. 

DULY ADOPTED, this 25th day of September, 2001, by the 

Board of the Duncan Township Municipal Water Authority, Tioga 
County, Pennsylvania, in lawful session dully assembled. 
                                        DUNCAN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL
                                        WATER AUTHORITY 
                                        _________________________

                                        Hannchen Volk

                                        _________________________

                                        Ruth Zuchowski

                                        _________________________
                                        Todd Plumley
ATTEST:

_____________________ 

Shirley Borden
Secretary
